[image: image1.png]



September 3, 2008






For Immediate Release
Contact: Scott Avedisian

Avedisian to tout benefits of ER Card at 

Republican National Convention

Minneapolis, Minn. – Warwick Mayor Scott Avedisian, head of Rhode Island’s second largest city, is expected to participate tomorrow in a roundtable discussion regarding public-private partnerships as part of a series of issue-oriented breakfast conferences held throughout the GOP convention this week. 

The purpose of the conferences, according to convention organizers, is to provide participants “with a better understanding of some of the toughest issues facing our country today and to give voice to some of the creative solutions being developed to assist policy makers at all levels of government.” Avedisian was invited to attend this particular discussion due to his “experience in dealing with these important issues…[which] will provide unique perspective and insight regarding the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead for other state and local government policy makers.”

The Honorable Mary Peters is scheduled to give the keynote address, which will focus on the future of infrastructure funding. Another panelist, Texas Governor Rick Perry, will also speak on this topic.

Though Avedisian is not scheduled as a speaker, he said he hopes to use the opportunity to share information about ER Card with other elected officials. He has prepared an informational sheet (attached) to distribute to round-table participants.

“ER Card has been very successful and an involved and active partner with the City of Warwick,” Avedisian said. “ER Card is a program that brings substantial benefits to its clientele and is a program that can be replicated easily anywhere in the country. Although the focus of the round-table is going to be on infrastructure funding, it only made sense to bring this information along to share with other officials who believe, as I do, in the benefit of all kinds of public/private partnerships.”
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