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ER Card Develops and Launches Industry-Leading Portable Software Technology, Improves Accessibility of Electronic Personal Health Records for Individuals and Healthcare Providers Nationwide
ER Card’s ‘flash drive’ device will soon be available at major retailers nationwide
Warwick, R.I. – October 6, 2008 – ER Card, a leading provider of electronic personal health records and healthcare management services, has introduced portable software technology that will markedly improve the accessibility of personal health records used by thousands of seniors, families and healthcare providers nationwide. 


ER Card has developed and launched a portable software device that creates or duplicates and stores electronic personal health records, and can be accessed using any computer with a Universal Serial Bus (USB) port.  ER Card’s USB ‘Flash Drive’ device can be worn or toted by users in one of three convenient ways: as a slim credit card size, as a keychain accessory or as a “jelly” bracelet. 


Developed in conjunction with Purvis Systems, a software engineering and technical services provider, the Flash Drive contains an exact replica of ER Card’s Internet-powered software, where members access a private network to create, update and share their personal health records with healthcare providers.  The software features a user-friendly, intuitive design to input personal health information such as allergies, medications, immunizations, advance medical directives, surgery history, special medical conditions and other vital information.  


Another central feature is the Flash Drive’s capability to synchronize with an electronic personal health record stored on the ER Card network.  The result is a duplicate record that ER Card members can transport to medical appointments or keep with them for emergencies. 


“This is, without a doubt, a ‘best of class’ achievement in the personal health 
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record industry,” said Dr. Robert Coli, a gastroenterologist and ER Card board member.  “It equips the consumer with the ability to manage and transport their complete and up-to-date health records with such ease,” he added.  “It also enables healthcare providers to access personal health records from virtually any computer, even those lacking an Internet connection.”

Other significant ER Card Flash Drive features include:

· Optional Password Protection to ensure privacy and security if lost or stolen

· External Software Restriction to prohibit any foreign information or potentially corrupt files to be stored with a user’s personal health record


The concept of creating a portable electronic personal health record solution originated from a panel discussion with medical professionals and ER Card staff and board members during Fall 2007.  ER Card was encouraged to develop a technology that could complement the company’s Web-driven model and enable users to physically transport their health records for increased accessibility.  The input of emergency medical technicians was also significant.  EMTs felt portable devices would significantly improve rescue incident reporting as more municipalities install laptop computers in rescue vehicles, part of a national trend. 


The Flash Drive is available for purchase by current and prospective ER Card members, and will soon be available at major retailers nationwide as a stand-alone product for purchase by non-members.  It will be offered in all three forms with a MSRP of $39.99.  For more information, interested consumers can call 1-888-8RECORD or visit www.ercardmember.com.  

About ER Card

ER Card is an innovative, electronic personal health record (ePHR) and healthcare management service.  A pioneer in the ePHR industry since 1999, ER card has provided thousands of individuals a secure and easy way to ensure that healthcare providers have instant access to their complete and up-to-date personal health information during emergencies and routine care situations.  Additional benefits include medication reviews and alerts, preventative care reminders and several other services – all designed to lower medical expenses and improve the quality of care received by the consumer.    
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